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Sanskrit name is known, whence it may ue inferred tiiat the
plantations of the Date Palm in Western India are not very
ancient. The Indian climate does not suit the species. The
Hindustani name kharma is borrowed from the Persian.
"Further to the East the Date Palm remained long unknown.
The Chinese received it from Persia, in the third century of our
era, and its cultivation was resumed at different times, but they
have now abandoned it. As a rule, beyond the arid region which
lies between the Euphrates and the south of the Atlas and the
Canaries, the Date Palm has not succeeded in similar latitudes,
or at least it has not become an important culture. It might
be grown with success in Australia and at the Cape, but the
Europeans who have colonised these regions are not satisfied,
like the Arabs, with figs and dates for their staple food. I think
in fine, that in times anterior to the earliest Egyptian dynasties
the Date Palm already existed, wild or sown here and there by
wandering tribes in a narrow zone extending from the Euphrates
to the Canaries, and that its cultivation began later as far as
the north-west of India on the one hand and the Cape cle Verde
Islands on the other, so that the; natural area has remained
very nearly the same for about five thousand years. What it
was previously, palaeontological discoveries may one day reveal."
uses.—The importance of the Date Palm is very extensive.
A considerable part of the inhabitants of Egypt, Arabia and
Persia subsist almost entirely on its fruit. They make a conserve
of it with sugar, and even grind the hard stones in their hand-
mills for their camels. "All Fezzan and half of Tripolitania
satisfy most of their wants with the products of it. The huts of
the poorer classes are entirely made of its leaves, and the more
substantial habitations of the rich chiefly consist of the same
material; every door, every post is made of its wood, and the
ceilings of the rooms are formed by its trunks. The footstalks
furnish the most common fuel, and they are often brought on
men's backs from a distance of six to eight miles. The fruit is
the common food of both man and beast: camels, horses, dogs,
all eat dates. Event the stones are soaked in water, and when
they have thus become soft are given to the cattle. The number
of the Date Palms cultivated is enormous. When Abdel-Gelil
besieged Suckna, in 1824, he cut down 110 fewer than 43,000
trees, to compel the town to surrender; nevertheless there are

